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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT RI CHVOND, OCTOBER 8, 2002
PETI TI ON OF
FRI ES EXCHANGE CUSTOVERS CASE NO. PUC-2002- 00185
For Extended Local Service
fromUnited Tel ephone - Sout heast,

Inc.'s Fries Exchange to its
Austinville and Wt hevill e Exchanges

ORDER DI RECTI NG COST STUDY AND POLL

On Sept enber 9, 2002, tel ephone custonmers in United
Tel ephone - Southeast, Inc.'s ("United") Fries Exchange
petitioned the State Corporation Comm ssion ("Conmm ssion") for
Ext ended Local Service ("ELS') to the Austinville and Wtheville
Exchanges of Unit ed.

NOW THE COW SSI ON, havi ng consi dered the petition and
8§ 56-484.2 of the Code of Virginia, finds that this matter
shoul d be docketed. W further find that United should prepare
a cost study to estinmate the approxi mate change in the nonthly
rates that would result fromthe requested extension of |ocal
service fromthe Fries Exchange to the Austinville and
Wt hevill e Exchanges. After preparing the cost study, United
shoul d poll its customers in the Fries Exchange regarding their
wi |l lingness to pay higher rates for local calling to the

Austinville and Wtheville Exchanges. |If the Fries poll is


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

successful, United should then prepare a cost study to estimate
t he approxi mate change in the nonthly rates that would result
fromELS fromthe Austinville and Wtheville Exchanges to the
Fri es Exchange.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) This matter is docketed and assigned Case No. PUC
2002- 00185.

(2) United shall prepare a cost study to estimate the
approxi mate change in the nonthly rates that would result from
t he requested extension of |ocal service fromthe Fries Exchange
to the Austinville and Wtheville Exchanges. United shall file
the cost study with the Conm ssion's Division of Comrunications
on or before Novenber 26, 2002.

(3) United shall poll its Fries Exchange custoners to
determ ne whether a majority of those custoners are willing to
pay an increase in rates for local calling to the Austinville
and Wtheville Exchanges and shall file the results of its pol
with the Comm ssion as soon as possible, but no later than
February 18, 2003.

(4) Pending a successful ballot in the Fries Exchange,
United shall provide the Comm ssion's Division of
Communi cations, by April 1, 2003, a cost study to estimate the

approxi mate change in nonthly rates, if any, that would result



fromthe extension of |ocal service fromits Austinville and
Wt hevill e Exchanges to the Fries Exchange.
(5) This matter is continued for further orders of the

Conmmi ssi on.



